
St. Cecilia School Board Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, August 6, 2019 

St. Louis Room 7:00 PM 

Members present: Colin Murphy, Mike Cowan, Carol Bond, Ayinde Popo, Barb Read, Pablo Raul Stinga 

(via Skype) 

Administrator Present: Sara Rooney 

Others Present:  Father James Secora and Jeremy Hess 
 

Opening:  Meeting was called to order at 7:01 PM. 

Prayer:  Led by Pablo Raul Stinga 

Agenda Changes:  No agenda changes. 

Approval of Previous Minutes:  June minutes approved by consensus. 

Unfinished Business: 

(a)  Reading Corps position may be filled but still in consideration. 

 

New Business: 

(a)  A new Art Teacher has been hired.  Karen Fitzsimmons will be here 0.4 FTE.  She will be also 

teaching at St. Luke’s in Ankeny and dividing her time accordingly.  She will teach at St. 

Cecilia on Wednesdays and Thursdays.  A motion was made to hire Karen Fitzsimmons by 

Carol Bond.  Second by Mike Cowan.  Motion passed unanimously. 

(b)  Associate, Frances Hippen, resigned but will be on the sub list.  Principal Rooney will be 

looking to hire someone to replace her. 

 

Visioning and Catechetical/Faith Formation Planning:    

(a)  Jeremy Hess gave an update on the education center improvements.  The halls and 

classrooms have been painted.  The mural is done but not installed yet.   An “unveiling” 

reception is scheduled for August 28th after the All School Mass as well as a parish reception 

the following Sunday.  Father Secora has suggested a blessing for the mural and icons as 

well as an article presented for publication in the Witness and local press. 

(b) The Catechetical Plan will be available to review in the Sept. meeting.  The new artwork will 

be used to spark conversation about our faith and the lives of the saints.  This year our 

students will participate in service projects that focus on the Corporal Works of Mercy.  Staff 

projects will focus on Matthew Kelly’s counter argument against the idea that “holiness is 

not possible” and to look for “holy moments” in their lives. 

Another topic will be bringing faith formation into other aspects in our lives, for example the 

garden and hot lunch program. 



Administrative Issues: 

Principal’s Report 

 

(a) Jeremy Hess reported on the progress of the summer projects. The security system is 

getting finished up.  Security cameras are getting installed this week.  All doors will have s 

key card access and be tied into an alarm system.  The only access to the Ed Center without 

a key card will be the front door.  All other exterior doors need a key card.  A brief discussion 

was had about camera placement. 

(b) Interior painting has been completed in all hallways and classrooms with each classroom 

having an accent wall color.  Deep cleaning has been completed. 

(c) Principal Rooney reported on an Active Shooter Protocol being taught on Aug. 20th with staff.  

The training will start with an overview of Emergency Procedures. An Ames Police Officer 

will then visit to discuss active shooter procedures and possibly include a “walk through” 

training.  Story Co. Emergency Management is developing a program that may also be 

incorporated on a later date.   

(d) Luisa Wendt will be on Maternity Leave until October.  A regular substitute teacher will fill in 

for her until her return. 

(e) A classroom aide position may be filled with a work study student from ISU.  Extra salary 

funds are available due to the changeover from Mrs. Teske to Mrs. Fitzsimmons.  Mrs. 

Rooney is in the process of submitting paperwork for this position.  

(f) A review of the 1000-3000 series of Archdiocesan Board Policy will be scheduled for next 

meeting.  

(g) Six people need to be chosen to attend the Strategic Planning Initiative with the Archdiocese.  

Names were discussed to be included on the committee. Mrs. Rooney will be reaching out 

to those recommended to ask for their help.   

Committee Reports: 

 Marketing- Did not meet. 

 FSA – Sara Leto met with Lois and Principal Rooney to set up the calendar for next year 

 Finance -  The new Scholarship Guidelines were approved and Sly Upah was elected new 

committee chair. 

 Faith Formation – Interviews have been ongoing for the new director of Faith Formation.   Katie 

Patrizio will be reaching out to the desired candidate to offer them the position.   

 Pastoral council – No update 

 Facilities – The rectory roof and deck has been replaced.  Security cameras are being installed.  

The phone system is working right now, but it still remains uncertain about its reliability.  

Repairs have been made to the Ed Center Chiller and this seems to be working for now however 

it is not a long range solution.  More permanent repairs will be needed in the next 3-4 years.  

Solar power was discussed.  The Facilities Committee is waiting to discuss this with Pastoral 

Council since the City has committed to moving the program forward.  Therefore the parish 



involvement will likely increase.  The playground intercom communication needs to be 

improved and is being discussed. 

 Election, Constitution & Bylaws:  No update 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:05 pm:   Father Secora motioned to adjourn, Mike Cowan second. 

Next meeting will be September 3, 2019 at 7:00PM in the St. Louis Room 

Submitted by Barbara Read 


